Shirley Barr Bio

Shirley creates songs which are quirky, insightful, and sumptuously layered, melding beautiful melodies with novel lyrics to create soundscapes that leave you wanting more. She finds herself drawn to writing about people and place, often taking inspiration from poetry, folklore, and the natural world.

In 2023 she participated in Boo Hewerdine’s songwriting and performance mentorship programme, Stages. Alongside 11 other emerging songwriters, a collaborative album was written and recorded at the Chem 19 recording studios in Glasgow, with a live launch at Eden Court, Inverness.

2024 saw the release of her debut EP, Begin Began Begun, gaining airplay from BBC Radio Scotland’s Iain Anderson and Travelling Folk shows, alongside many other independent stations. The track Little Thief won the Paul Tonberg songwriting shield and appeared on the FATEA Showcase Sessions winter 2024 album. 2025 saw a Celtic Connections Danny Kyle Open Stage performance for Shirley, as well as support slots for Christine Kydd and Jenny Sturgeon. It also saw her back in the studio again, with her single, ‘Wintersmith’ receiving more BBC Radio Scotland airplay. 

2026 saw the launch of an exciting new collaborative project for Shirley. The Untangled Knot sees her working alongside musicians John Reed, Beth Porter and Rachel Taylor-Beales. This will culminate in a live show with livestream, taking place in Berwick-Upon-Tweed later this year. An album will also be recorded live, on the night. 

Late 2026 Shirley will be recording her debut album for release in 2027. Watch this space. 

“What a fabulous record by Shirley and the matching video! Beautiful.”
· Mike Scott, The Waterboys 

“If Shirley’s new single Wintersmith is a yardstick, her next album will be something special”				      -    John Reed, FATEA Magazine
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